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NCA Cave Talk

BARBARA

MUNSON, Coordinator
Route 9, Box 106

McMinnville, TN )7110

NATIONAL CAVES ASSOCIATION
February 15, 1987

(615)

668-3925

PRESIDENTS

This Presidents' Day weld also like to recognize Bob Bogart, who
is serving his second term as NCA President.
In addition we recognize Past Presidents Jack Herschend, Bob Hudson, Ted Graves,
Rodney Schaeffer, Tom Gibson, Clara Heidemann, Carl Gibson, Andy
Anderson, Roy Davis, Harrison Terk, Jack Steiner, Gordon Smith,
and Joe Waggoner - each has made a significant contribution
to
the growth and development of the National Caves Association.

NEW NCA MEMBER

We are pleased to welcome CRYSTAL CAVE, Rt. 1, Box 18, Spring Valley,
Wisconsin 54767, phone 715-778-4414, to membership in the NCA.
Recently purchased by S. Blaze Cunningham and Jean Place Cunningham,
who are both professional geologists trained in karst geology,
CRYSTAL CAVE was discovered in 1881 and developed as a show cave
in 1942.
Jean was an employee of the cave for eight years anq
she and Blaze have already undertaken extensive improvements.
A lengthy article, with pictures, which appeared in liThe Milwaukee
Sentinelll, about CRYSTAL CAVE's new owners, was recently sent to
us by Gary Soule.
Other articles appeared in the St Paul IIPioneer
Press" and the Chicago "Tribune".

CHANGES

New address

for CRYSTAL

LAKE CAVE - Rt. 3, Box 318, Dubuque,

New phone

number

for CASCADE

CORRECTION

The phone

number

at WIND CAVE

INSURANCE

Liability Insurance questionnaires
were mailed to all NCA members
and Insurance Committee Chairman Harrison Terk urges members to
please get the forms filled out and returned as soon as possible.
He reminds us lithe new season creeps up on us very quickly and
some of our members may be in real trouble.1I

1987 BROCHURE

Please let us k~ow right a~ay if you want to be a 'picture
in our 1987 NCA directory brochure.

OPENING

Opening ceremonies for Rio Camuy Cave Park were held December 16th, 1986.
Russell and Jeanne Gurnee and John Bridges attended.
Our congratulations
to Executive Director Pedro Hernandez Purcell and his staff.

LEGISLATION

Tom Gibson tells us billboard legislation could
very quickly, and asks us to be alert to combat

RADON

An interesting
risk to cavers

EASEMENTS

article,
appeared

CAVERNS

Iowa 52001.

- 512-755-8080.

is 605-745-4600.

participant'

come up in Congress
any negative aspects.

by William R. Halliday, M.D.,
in the January 1987 NSS NEWS.

on Radon

OR LEASES
Gordon Smith has received a communication
from Bill Morrissey,
Rochester Regional Administrator,
Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources,
P. O. Box 6247, Rochester, MN 55903, phone 507-285-7418,
requesting
help in locating any exisiting documents, easements or perpetual
leases, which would provide for cave protection, tours and exploration
while also protecting the surface owners from liability.
Gordon
or Mr. Morris~ey would appreciate any help you can offer.

I

F.MERGENCY LIGnTING
.In response to Tom Gibson's request for information about
emergency cave lighting systems, Bruce Herchend wrote to tell of
the system which has been in use at MARVEL CAVE for many years,
and Richard Mills wrote to tell of the system at BLANCHARD SPRINGS
CAVERNS which is powered by a propane fired "International
Turck"
type engine with a 75 KW capacity "Kohler Generator/Voltage
Converter".
We'll be happy to pass these two replies on to other members who
might be interested - also, information about any other systems
would be appreciated.
NEW BUILDING

Work was begun in early November on LINCOLN CAVERNS' new Visitors'
Center.
The 4,000 square foot building will house a gift shop
and souvenir area twice the size of thei= present facility, a larger
snack bar, larger restrooms, and more storage and office space.
Best of all - the building is on the same side of busy Route 22
as the start of the cavern tour.
The 'Roy Davis Tunnel' will be
used as the main entrance to the caverns.
Ann Molosky says they
hope to be moved in and in full operation by April 1st!

REFLECTING

Gary Robertson and the folks at MARENGO CAVE have just completed
their 80' x 20' reflecting pool and cascade.
18 yards of concrete
had to be carried into the cave in buckets!
Everyone at MARENGO
and the tourists are well-pleased with both the new sight and sound.

POOL

ALGAE

The Central Oklahoma Grotto members have been assisting
remove the buildup of algae in ALABASTER CAVERNS.

INFORMATION

ECONOMIC

Chuck

Orefice

REQUEST
We've received a request for travel information,
including
brochures, maps, posters, calendars of events, and other travel
information from Mary Ann Walker, Information, Tours and Tickets
Director, 3201 ABG/SSRR, The Landing Pad Receration Center, Eglin
Air Force Base, Florida 32542, phone 904-882-5930.
They ask for
about 150 brochures with reorder address.
There are about 18,000
people at the Eglin AFB community.

IMPACT

November 1986
The best results reported since August.
Five Category
A's reported increases - ranging from 2.0% to 92.0% for an average
of 31.78% and three reported decreases, from 8.50% to 50.0% for
an average of 24.5%, two break evens, and one closed.
Eleven Category
B increases, from 5.0% to a whopping 111.0% averaged out to 37.55%.
The whopper was attributed to special half price admissions.
The
one Category B decrease came about because of a late bookkeeping
adjustment having to do with insurance payments and amounted to
15.8%.
Three Category B's were closed.
Eight Category C's reported
increases averaging 15.14%, three decreases averaged 8.43%.
December 1986
Of the 31 cards returned, there were only two reports
of decreases.
Five Category A's reported increases, ranging from
1.0% to 91.7% and averaging 26.94% (without the whopper the average
was 10.75%), one breakeven and one closed.
Nine Category Bls reported
increases ranging from 4.0% to 294.0%(!) for an average of 59.71%
(again, without the whopper the average was 30.43%, one reported
a 1.0% decrease, and two were closed for the season.
Nine Category
CIS reported increases from 136.0% to 4.0% and averaging 42.10%
(or adjusted to 30.36%), and one decerase of 5.0%.
Good weather
was cited again and again as the reason for increases.
We owe Tom Gibson a very special Thanks for preparing
month after month.
Please be sure he gets your card.

these

reports

